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TR: you expreſo'd the other Day a great .Y 
deal of Concern, not without ſomne 
Mixture of Indignation, that I ſhould 
| alert and vindicate a Poſition, as 
vou thought monſtrous and deteſta- 
ble: VIZ. No Hereſy is ſo deſtructive of Religion as 4 
wicked Life, no Sehiſm Jo danmable as a Courſe of 
Sin. I thenurg'd ſome Arguments to you, which | 
you owned contain'd in them a Shew at leaſt 
of Reaſon, and an Air of Probability: But vet 
you were apprehenfive, that I might have uſed 
ſome Art or Diſguiſe in my Words, which then 
you could not ſee through 10 clearly: ; and there- 
fore you defired me 858 lay my Reaſons together, 
and giye you an Opportunity of weighing them 
diſtinctiy b your ſelf. There ſend them to you z 
expeting 
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expecting only, and deſiring a ſincere Love off 
Truth, and a Readineſs to embrace her, however 


negliglently or inartificially dreſs d up; aſſuring 
you from one who knew the worth of 


Fro. Truth and Wiſdom, that ſhe is more precious 


5 than Rubies, and all the things that thou 


mſt deſire are not to be compared to her. 
Jo evincethe Truth of the Aſſertion firſt in 


\ General, Let the Words be only conſidered, and 


the Thing will be evident, Religion is an habi- 


tual. Diſpoſition of the Mind to worſhip and to 


pleaſe God. Now tis plain that a Courſe of 
Qin is directly contrary to ſuch a Lemper; nay, 
tis a Contradiction to pretend to an Habitual 


Diſſpoſition of Mind to pleaſe God, and to act gene- 
rally fo as will dH pleaſe him, i. e. to lead a wick- 


ed Life, or to live in a Courſe of Sin. Now if 


Hereſy or Schiſm be not a Contradi&ion to an 


Habitual Diſpoſition of Mind to worſhip and to 


pPleaſe God, then 1 had good Ground to aſſert and 


vindicate the Poſition before laid down. By He- 
rey is meant uſually, An Error in Fundamentals. 
Put the Caſe now of any Hereſy, Ariamſm for 
Inſtance, which ſome pretend is reviving, or an 


other that you pleaſe. Tis very poſſible to be ful- 


I perſuaded of the Rightneſs of their reſpective 
Notions, conſiſtent with 4 hearty Zeal for the 
Honour and Worſhip of God: For where, I 
pray, is the Incoufiſtency ? They believe in God, 


and worſhip Him with all the Devotion poſſible; 


you your felf cannot deny but that they might do 
it with as much Devotion as the Man that lives 
in a Courſe of Sin. They think themſelves obliged 


to act according toj the Rules | which God has laid 


down; 
N | 


_ 


approve of 


(9) 


down; which; 11 one may! 1 judge. by the: Sinners 
practice, he doth not. They with Diligence 
and Induſtry ſeareh and endeavour to find out the 
Will of God, and ſteadily keep his Laws, which 


they underſtand the Purport of, nc A wicked . 


Liver never ſtrives to do. 


. This you think may be l Bue ehi A 
or Socinian pays not the Honour or the Morſbi 


which he ought to the Son of God. And ſince no | 


Religion can Ye. acceptable, which is contrary tothe _ 
Wl of God, ay that are gully of jock Crimes Ja = 


Ir. . 


You know my Opinion ſo well on -theſe Points, 
that I need not tell you, I neither vindicate nor 
one or the other. But yetthe Ari- 
an and Socinan confines his Worſhip to God the 
Father: The Sinner pays it to neither Father, 
Son, nor Holy Ghoſt: The Heretick gives not 
ſo compleat a Worſhip as he ought The Wicked 
Man gives none. And ſo much at leaſt as tis 


better to pay ſome part of a Debt than none at 


all, ſo much is Hereſy better than Sin and Wick- 


edneſs. 


The ſame . Anſwer will juſtify the other part 
of the Aſſertion about Schiſn. 


Thus much may ſuffice in General + as to the 


Aſſertion: But becauſe I would willinghy go to 


the Bottom of this Queſtion, and treat it with 
as much Care as I can 5 III endeavour to root 


up the Foundations of your Pre judices, by ne 


enting to you the Innocency of Error. 


Error is the Aſſent of the Mind to FR, thing a8 


true, which is not ſo. If this extend no facher 


Fagn, her Mind, tis what Icall e . 


IT C6) 
ita Nan proceeds upon this falſe Bottom to regu- 
| late his Practice, ſuch Error is then call'd a Pra- 
ical Error. How far this latter ſort of Errors 
falls under the Cognizance of Man, or of a much 
higher Tribunal, that of God, will appear from 
the enſuing Diſcourſe. In order to which tis 
clear, beyond Diſpute, that Simple Errors are 
0 nor can be pusih able 
+ Firſt, Becauſe in the Perceptions of the Mind 
Men are perfectly Paſſive; and our Perceptions of 
Things being in numberleſs Inſtances quite dif- 
ferent from what things really are in themſelves, 
unleſs we are capable of bringing together and 
comparing a great many intermediate Ideas to 
prove the contrary, we muſt noceihy be under 
abuncance of Errors. Try to perſuade a-Coun- | 
tryman that the Sun is a great many times big- 
ger than the Earth, or that it is a great many 
Thouſand Miles diſtant from us, and hell thin 
you attempt only to make a Fool of him, and | 
endeavour to perſuade him out of his Senſes. 
In theſe and Ten thoufand ſuch like Cafes, Men | 
are as neceſſarily under Errors, as they are ne- 
ceſſary in their Perceptions. They cannot help 
continuing in Miſtakes, for want of proper means 
to rettify them ; and therefore are no more to 
blame for not removing them, than a Stone is to 
blame for moving when tis impell d. 
Secondly, If Simple Error be puniſhable, then 
here; ever there is Error, there is Guilt, and con- 
ſequently ai! Men muſt be guilty before God 
on that Account. For where is che Man that 
doth not entertain ſome Errors either concerning 
things which really do exiſt, or in ä 
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1 
which he draurs from them? Who is there that's 
ſo well vers d in Nature, as to be Maſter of all her 


Mazes, and certain that he knows, I ſay, knows all 
her Secrets? Or who is there that ever repented, 
or ask'd God's Pardon for Miſtakes of this Na- 


ture? And yet if Errors be Criminal, tis certain 
that all Crimes unrepented of are Damnable. 
But tis allowed that a Man may be miſtaken 
in things of this Nature, without any Crime or 
Fault. But where God has concerned himſelf in 


the Diſcovery of any Thing, there tis Criminal 


to Err, or to be ignorant. LS 
This, tho' it may ſeem to carry a profound Re- 
ſpe& for the Revelation of God, yet is plainly 


inſufficient for the Purpoſe for which tis brought. 


For, iſt. Is any Man obliged to know or under- 
ſtand in the meaning which God intended every 
thing that is revealed ? Is any Man obliged to 
have a diſtin Knowledge of every Paſlage of the 
Scriptures, which unleſs he can attain to, he muſt 
neceflarily be damned? Let him that thinks ſo, 
ſet about the Explication of the Apocalypſe, or - 
the old Prophets, and try if he'll be capable 
himſelf of doing what he thinks is required of 
others under Pain of Damnation. 2dly. Tis 
granted that tis a Crime not to believe what God 
has thought fit to reveal, ſuppoſing one knows 
that God has revealed it: But a Man may do 
this without a clear and diſtin& Underſtanding 
of the thing revealed. Suppoſe a Man ſhould - 
not underſtand who 1s meant by the White Horſe 
in the Revelations, or what is the meaning of 
being baptized for the Dead, and ſuch like; 
yet whilſt he owns that God 4s the ANG E 

| tele 


theſe Paſſages, and is ready to believe them in the 
beſt marther he can get an Underſtanding of them, 
here can be his Crime? Why, is it not ratio- 
wal to conclude, that if God had defign'd that we 
fhould have determined and adequate Ideas be- 
longing to thoſe Sounds, he would have ſo ex- 
preſs'd himſelf, as that we ſhould not miſtake 
his Meaning? Zauly, If tis Criminal to Err in 
the Meaning of a Paſſage of Scripture, the Crime 
will not reſt where we are apt to fix it, but 
will afcend to a Place where we dare not think 
Of Guilt. even to God himſelf, who has deliver d 
his Will in Terms that are ambiguous. Athly, The 
Diſtinction here made uſe of between Errors in 
things revealed, and Errors in other Matters, 
proves directly, that Error as Error is not Cri- 
minul. For tis as much an Error to believe 
Heat in the Fire, as to call in queſtion any Theo- 
ien Truth But I proceed. 
Thirdly, If Simple Error be puniſhable by God, 
then tis the greateſt Cruelty, Injuſtice,and Tyranny 
imaginable in him to make ſuchCreatures as cannot 
but Err in many Caſes, and yet to puniſh them 
for Erring. Our Knowledge is but of very nar- 


row Extent, and confined to a very few things, 


the reſt muſt be reſolved into Opinion; and as 
there are innumerable Degrees of Aſſent from 
Aſſur anice'and Confidence down to Diſtruſt and Diſ- 
belief, there may be as many Degrees of Errors. 
As this then is the Make and Frame of our Con- 
ſttitutions, twould be Cruel and Unjuſt in God to 
puniſh us for what we cannot help, to treat 
us as Breakers of his Laws, when we only want 
Ligbt, which the Father of Light alone can give. 
3 | Fourthly, 
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4 Fourthly, If Simple Errors are puniſhable by 


God, tis not a few Diſſenters in a Nation 


(tho tis only theſe are ſtruck at by the Abet: 
tors of ſuch Unchriſtian Tenets)no, nor Ten thott- 


ſand times: ten thouſand that muſt periſh everlaſt- 


ingly,. but the Flames of Hell will: reach to : 
almoſt; if not quite, all the Chriſtian World. 


Let us look into the ſeveral Communities of 
Chriſtians, and by an impartial View of their 


. 8 Tenets, ſee how by the Lump whole 
Nations muſt be damn'd, if Errors are damna- 

ble. The Greek Church denies the Proceſſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt from the Son; the Melchites do 


the ſame; ſo do the Georgians and Muſcovites: 


The Neftorians maintain the Hereſy of Neſtori- 


us, averring two Perſons as well as two Natures 
in our Saviour; the Chriſtians of St. Thomas 
do the ſame : The FJacobites are Eutichians : The 
Ag yptians - circumciſe, and give the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper to Infants: The Abaſſines cir- 
cumciſe: The Armemans believe as the Greeks 
about the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and re- 


ceive Infants to the Communion : The Maronites 
do the ſame, and are Monothelites, or lately were 


ſo, till they reconciled themſelves to the Romiſb 
Church, which 1 doubt has but little leſſened 
their Errors : The Romſh Religion is but as full 
of Errors, as it has Practices their /dolatry 
and Superſtition are as evident as their Profeſſion 
of Tranſubſtantiation, and all their Divinity but 
a Medly of Nonſence and Abſurdity. If we look 
upon Proteſtantiſm, we can't but own all the 
Diſjenters from the Church of England to be er- 


roneous. Thoſe of Geneva, France, and Holland, 
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think themſelves Chiiftians, tho they have no 
Miniſtry, i. e. no Eprſcopaty ; and conſequently 


ve nanted Mercies, which tis certain Chriſtians are 
not. Scotland is in the ſame unhappy Condition. 
The Lutherans conſubſtantiate In a word, al! 
are in Error, but our Happy Church, thrice happy, 
i we can but keep in the ſame ſtate we are in, 
and never part with the moſt trifling and moſt 
indifferent ds or Circumſtance to bring 
over. the greateſt Body of Diſſenters ! Heaven 
will be repleniſhed with us alone; and never 
Pope ſpake fo infallibly as he who paid the Com- 
'  plement to us, that Angli are quaſi Angeli. I 
need not ſpeak a Word about the Heathens or 
the Mahometans, which make up (if -we believe 
Mr. Breerwood's Computation) 26 Parts of 30 of 
the World ; of the remaining Four, all but our 
little Duft pon the Balance, our Drop in the Sea, 
are to go into everlaſting Puniſhment, into 4 
Place where the Fire is not quenched, and the 
Worm never dies. In ſhort, Heaven is made only 
for a Part of England, and a much leſs Part too 
than is perhaps imagined. For the Men that 
would be in Charity with the Diſſenters, that 
think they have a Right to a Toleration, as much 
as they have to be Proteflants, the Whigs , 
unhappy Men, worthy of better Fate! ſuch bad 
Churchmen muſt go — their Enemies will tell 
them where. | 


You will be ready to evade the Force of this 
Argument, by retorting it in fome ſuch manner 

as this; That Sin therefore is not damnable, be- 
Cauſe all Mankind are Sinners: For where . 
„ . the 


for having been u 
affected his Actions. For Error being a Miſtake 
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the Difference in the Arguments, if Damna- 
tion be the Conſequence of Sin, it will follow that 


all Mankind being Sinners, all Mankind muſt be 
danned : And, Damnation being put as the Conſe- 
quence of Error, all Mankind being under Errors, 
all Mankind muſt be damned. Where is the Dif- 


ference, you'll perhaps ask, of theſe Arguments, 
that the one is a good, the other is a bad one? 


But, | 

Io this the Anſwer is fo eaſy, that I ſhall not 
inſiſt on it further, than to obſerve, That all Sin 
unrepented of is damnable; but Error cannot 


be repented of, becauſe we take it tobe Truth: 


Therefore we ſee all the World dies in Errors 
of ſome ſort or other, never asking Pardon of or 
for them. But Sin is always repented of by every 
ſober good Chriſtian, whether he a Grecian, Ro- 


man Catholick, or Proteſtant ; which ſhows that all 
the World agrees in a great and material Diffe- 


rence in the Caſes. But this makes 


A Fifth Argument why Error cannot be pu- | 


niſhable, becauſe we cannot repent of Error. | 


do not ſay a Man cannot retra# an Error, which 


is ſome ſort of Repentance, if you think fu to 
call it ſo: But a Man can have no Sting of Con- 
ſcience, no Remorſe, no Self condemning Notions 
been under a Miſtake, unleſs it has 


of the Judgment, it muſt dire& and guide our 
Actions as much as Truth it ſelf. Now the Sway 
of Truth is by dire&ing our Actions according 
to our Judgment: And if that be miſinformed or 


be miſguided, the Effe& muſt be the ſame, as of 
Truth, as flowing from the fame Principle. 


B 2 Now 
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Now as tis a Contradiction to be fully perſwad- 
A of any Point, and to repent of it at the 
fame time, *twill follow that Error cannot be 
repented of. And who is there in Ten thouſand, 
or in a great many times that Number, that doth 
{ not die in numberleſs Errors about one thing or 
other, which yet he takes to be ſo many real 
Truths? Who is there that ſtrives to make his 
Peace with God for ſuch things which he has en- 
deavoured to free himſelf from, but yet continues 
in them, not through any Fault of his Will: | 
Sin being voluntary, and our own Act, we repent 
Bi of it, and ask God's Pardon for it. But Error in 
© | Judgment is not an Action; in that we are Paſſtve, 
and conſequently tis not our own Deed, nor im- 
putable to us, more than other things, which | 
we can neither prevent their happening, nor re- 
medy after they have happened. Every Man 
may therefore {ay what the incomparable Mr. 
Chillingworth ſays, If Men ſuffer themſelves nei- 
ther to bebetrayed into their Errors, nor kept in 
' them by any Sin of their Will; if they do their beſt 
_  Endeavours to free themſelves from all Errors, and 
et fail of thro humane Frailty, ſo well am I per- 
fuaded of the Goodneſs of God, that if in me alone 
ſhould meet a Confluence of all ſuch Errors, of all the 
Proteſtants of the World that were thus qualified, I 
"ſhould not be ſo much afraid of them all, as I ſhould 
be to ask Pardon for them. For — to ask Par- 
don of {imple and purely involuntary Errors 75 
tacitly to imply that God is angry with us for them, 
and that were to imputeto him the Tyranny of re- 
gauiripg Brick where he gives no Straw, of expect- 
ing to gather where he ſtrewed not, to e 
n N Where 
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where he ſowed not, of being offended with 16 WM 
for doing what he knows we cannot do. "Anſwer 
to the Preface, . 26. e, 
For theſe: Reaſons it is, that J conclude that 
ſimple and involuntary Error cannot be puniſhable: 
And ſuch muſt be reckoned not only Errors 
dähat have been critically examined by every par- 
ticcular Perſon, but ſuch as have been ſearched by 
the Rule of common Humane Prudence and Di- 
ſeretion. Thoſe muſt not be reckoned voluntary 
© which ariſe from the common Springs of Error, 
© (tho! theſe are too often reckoned ſuch) viz. 
Authority, preconceived Hypotheſes, or even pre- 
dominant Paſſions themſelves ; much leſs are thoſe 
to be reckoned: guilty. of voluntary Errors, who 
want either Abilities or Opportunities to ſearch 
after Truth. Such only are voluntary as ſpring 
from evil Choice, and cauſe the Will to be evil, 
ſuch as we embrace, knowing them to be Errors. 
Tou will not, I know, admit it for Truth, 
without good Proof, that Errors ſpringing from 
the Cauſes juſt now mentioned, are not Criminal: 
T thall therefore conſider them diſtinctly, and 
ſee if there be any Sin or Evil in ſimple Errors 
ä ſo occaſioned. | 
| _ Firſt then, That Simple Error is not Crimi- 
: nal or Puniſnhable which {ſprings from Authority. 
The Bulk of Mankind tis certain have not 4 
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— bilities or Time ſufficient to enquire after ab- 
fſtruſe Truths, and therefore muſt be either entire- 
| 1y ignorant, or take up with the Notions their 


Parents, Nurſes, or Maſggrs have inculcated : O- 
thers are guided by, and ſee entirely with the 
Eyes of ſuch whom they propoſe as their 1. 
EO e © 


Others there are who think nothing true, but what 
is to be found amongſt the Antients, and __ 

it an infallible Note, that Ariſtotle in Philoſophici 

_ Matters, ſome or other of the Fathers in Religious 

ones, have ſaid it. Some reſign their Minds to 
Mother Church blindly, and never enter into or 


examine the Reaſons upon which they ground 


their Faith. Others take up with the current 
Opinions, and imagine Error could never ſpread 

it ſelf ſo wide, and captivate ſuch and ſuch great 
Perſons. In ſhort, theſe are all to their reſpe- 
ive Guides, juſt what Sancho was to Don Quix- 
ee, Squires of Knights Errant, they are fully 


perſuaded of Enchantments, Gyants and Adven- 


_  ewres, which their Maſters dream of, they bring 
" themſelves into frequent Scrapes to juſtify them, 
and then expect the Iſlands or Earldoms as the 

mer Folnls f 

Io ſhew you that the ſimple Errors of ſuch 7 

are not Criminal, let it be conſidered, That Au- 

thority is not only a Means of Information, but 
is a Ground of Perſuafion too in ſeveral Inſtances. 

Tis allowed, that in things which are not a- 

dapted to our preſent Capacities (ſuch as are all 

the Myſteries of Religion) Authority is the 

Ground of our Belief, becauſe no Truth is more 

certain, no Maxim is more evident than this, 

That the God of Truth cannot, will not lye. 

Now his Authority is grounded on his Veracity, 

and Itegrity, and Abilities. In things ſuited to 

our preſent State, as tis impoſſible to arrive at 
any Knowledge of nymberleſs Things, unleſs 
we have them from others, ſo their Authority 
zs of juſt and equal Weight with. their Veracity, 
ä „ Integrity, 


) | 


UW 


forementioned Requiſites, tis plain that the Er- 


ror is not from want of Will to know the Truth. 


but want of Power to atiain it. The Canal thro' 
which it was to paſs is ſtopp'd, and therefore it 


is impoſſible to get at it. In Perſons who can- 


not Read, tis evident that they muſt depend 
on others for Information in their Religion. 
If theſe are under Errors, *tis plain they have 


them either from ſuch as they receive Inſtruction 


from, or elſe they are the Deductions which they 
make from the Principles which are taught them. 
If the Errors are of the former ſort, they are 
_ plainly involuntary and neceſſary, and conſequent- 
Iy not their own ; and to be puniſhed for them 


is to be puniſhed for other Peoples Acts. If they = 


are their own Deductions, yet they are involun- 
tary; For every Man will do his beſt to pleaſe 
God. Let a Man but take care of his Actions, that 


they are good and regular; and for his Notions, 


let him uſe but common Prudence and Diſcretion, 
and a God of infinite Goodneſs will not be ſo ri- 
gid a Taskmaſter as torequire Brick without Straw 


from us. Prudence and Diſcretion will oblige us 


to depend on the Authority of others, where 
poſſibly they, and conſequently we, may be mi- 
ſtaken. To puniſh us for ſuch Errors would be 
the ſame as to require us to act imprudentiy and 
indiſcreetly, which a God of infinite Wiſdom can» 


not expect from us. Beſides either 2 Errors 


are Criminal which ſpring from Authority, or 


none: If you ſay the latter, you give up the 


Queſtion at once: If the former, then tis cer- 
„ tain 


Integrity atid Powers. If any one therefore is ſe- 
duced by means of a Defe& in any of the be- 


Et: Fe) {| 
tain that a Means of Information, and a Ground 
of Perſuaſion, is rendered not only dangerous, but 
- * Inconſiſtent with Prudence and Diſcretion. For 
= 'twould be imprudent to hazard Damnation up- 
on crediting any Body, and yet 'tis impoſlible to 
withold Aſſent, when there ſeems to be greater de- 
grees of Probability for what is ſaid, than againſt it. 
only ſome Errors, which ſpring from this Foun-. 
tain, are Criminal, then tis plain that the Faul- 
tineſs of them muſt be cauſed by ſomething elſe 
Spe: Authority, 7 2 74985 132 770 
Secondly, Nor is that imple Error Criminal 
which proceeds from Pre- conceived Hypotheſes or 
, © * Poſitions, ſuch as being falſe are admitted for true. 
Such Pre-conceptions being erroneous, it is in vain 
to expect any thing from them but Errors; and 
if the Hypotheſes are not Criminal, that which 
flows from them dire&ly cannot be ſo. He that 
ſearches after Truth ought critically to examine 
the Principles he goes upon, and muſt take 
care that every Step is fairly deduc'd, or elſe hell 
quickly find that tis not the Light of Truth, 
but an Ignis fatuus which he purſues. Tis In- 
adverteney when any vne takes up with Prepoſ- 
ſeſſions: But then as ſure as Inadvertency is very 
conſiſtent with Sincerity, ſo ſure it is that a God of 
Goodneſs and Juſtice cannot puniſn them when 
join'd together. Tis very poſſible for a Man to 
imagine that he ſecs a Connexion between two 
Propoſitions, when there really is none; as on the 
contrary. not to perceive it where there is. The 
Idea of God proves his Exiſtence, is a Poſition fo 
far from true, that nothing ſeems a plainer Pa- 
ralogiſm, and yet how many are there, who oy 
* ten 
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vidence; as being one 


tend for its 


eſt and moſt direct Concluſions imaginable? And 


yet ſhould an Atheiſt be convinced of the Being 
of a God, from that Argument, would any one af- 
firm that he would be liable to Puniſhment for 


his Error 2 Should any one, ſeduced by the am- 


biguity of the Word God, in the Sacred Wris 
tings, maintain an abſolute Equality of the Per- 
ſons of the Ever - bleſſed Trinity in every reſpect: 
This would be, if I miſtake not, direct Tritheiſin. 


otherwiſe, If any one ſhould aſſert the Word 


One God, ſpeaking of the Three Perſons of the 
Trinity, to fignify one individual Eſence or Sub- 
ſtance under | different Perſonal Characters, this 


would be the Error of Sabellius. Should any aſs 


ſert either of theſe Notions, yet may he not act 
with Honeſty and Sincerity © May he not have a 


which alone are required by God in order to Sal- 
vation, why ſhould we imagine that he will 
damn us for our Notions that are out of our 
Powers whether we will believe them or not 
In ſhort, an "Hypotheſis may be receivd as true, 


which may be falſe ; or as falſe, which may be 


true; without any Wilfulneſs, Inſincerity, -or 
Reſolution to maintain it right or wrong. One 
may not ſee the Error for want of Abilities, or 
by bewildring one's ſelf in intricate Means of diſ- 
covering Truth, one may ſit down with Error, 
and embrace a Shadow inſtead of a Goddeſs. In 
theſe, and ſuch like Caſes, if we guard againſt 
evit Practices, if we take care that our Actions 

C Are 


ve for God and his Chriſt ? May he 
not be ſtrictih Religious, i. e. live temperately, 
ſoberly, and godlily ? And if theſe are the things 
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| Therefore, 6 r 1 N 
Thirdly, in Galt when there i is want, — 21 
lities to now an Error, or want of mg. 
I need not prove that Truth is ent 
to · me at it, and Sonar a at We 
pau een _ Nr eretor able 
or That even predom ninant "Paſſions. Se et us 
in the Search aſter 
ple Errors pugiſbable. Auowledge, tis certain, 
is not more in dur IJ! than Perception is, nor 


cam we 3 alſenting to hat we think has the 


beſt, and cleareſt, and moſt Proofs. We can- 
not aſſent to any Truth, but ſuch as we judge 
of -our ſelves according 0 the Probabilities we 
have. If any Falken therefore predominates and 


weighs more with us than the cooleſt Reaſon does, 


we cannot but err; tis our Misfortune, tis our 
Frailiy, tis our Infirmty, and we are unhappy in 
it, but not our Fault or Crime: We become the 
Objects of Goodneſs and 
or Severity. But here we muſt be very care- 
ful of our Actions, and not imagin 
dominant Paſtons will excuſe wicked Actions. 
Hor Reaſon and Religion being given us in order 
to pegulate our ſtubborn Wills, and to make us 
happy here, 5 ec Love and Charity, 
and Univerſal Benevolence, if we ſuffer our 
Faſlions to — Fire, and ters in upon theſe 
Duties, we become ebe to oy ww; __—_ 
of! * abr dens. {283 1 
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f our Power 


Truth, do not render ſim- 


Mercy, not of Juſtice 
e that Pre- 
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Von Will be apt to ask here, if no fort of Bee 
Uri at > Will a Man be juſtified before 
God who'is guilty of Hereſy, becaufe, forfooth; he 
is Puſfonate, or becauſe he follows-2 great many 
who "ies gone before him in the fame Frack, er 
becaufe he takes up with whimfical Notions which 
are acknowledged Falſhoods ? Is not this to make 
= 2 Chaos and Confuſion amongſt Mankind? Is there 
no Difference between erroneous Perſons and 
15 thers, nothing between Orthodoxy and Herejy' Is it 
all one, if a Man be an Arian, a Socinian, a Mace- 
donjan, or let hien have What Notions he pleaſes, 
Tot] but Tru n geb do not breale 
forth into Addion * Bo 
1 ſhall turn the Edge of this! Popular Claw; 
for 1 cannot allow it the Name of an Argument, 
in 2 few W Fw FE hos Oy J 
Firſt; All Poluntary a rad be 
cauſe they are Contempts of God, who has given 
us Souls and Powers to Niesen after Truth: And 
tis the Improvement of our Souls we are to mind; 
and wilfully to refuſe and neglect that, is to ack 
contrary to the Purpoſe of God, in veſting us with 
ſuch Faculties. But what a Difference i is there be- 
tween this Conduct, and our falling into Errors thro' 
infirmity, or by Neceſſit 5 Let Voluntary Er- 
rors therefore be as Criminal-as you pleaſe, but 
then lay them to the Charge of only ſuch as are 
June of them, and be very ſure who are ſuch; 
or remember, tis not your: bare Charge will make 
them ſo. 
' Secondly, An Monieack will not be 1 45 
cauſe he is Paſſionate, or becauſe he follows a Mul- 
tude, and has great Authorities tor his Errors, 
C 2 15 but 
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"Md | 
iſe his Errors are involuntary. He. doth | 
his heſt to rid himſelf of that Slavery which ties 
down his Mind to Error, but finds himſelf una- 
dle to gain the Mat 


5 the Maſtery. He can ſay as St. Paul 
does, hom. 2. 18. Jo wil is preſent with me, but 
© how. perform that which is good, I know, not. 
Where ever it can be ſhewn, that Hereſy or Schiſm 
18-2, known voluntary A, there to be ſure tis Cri- 
minal, and no doubt that God and Man too juſtly 
may and will take, cognizance of it. But when 
it is 12v9luntary, by a Man's purſuing the Truth, 
Selnjan or Herelh is fo far from being damnalle, 
that I cant but think tis highly. commendable; be- 
cauſe it evidences Honeſty, Sincerity, Love of God, 
and ot Truth, and regards not the Praiſe of Men. 
Such Men will meet with Mercy at the Laſt Day 
from a God of Mercy, how great ſoever their Er- 
8 | rors may be, becauſe they did it 1gnorantly in Un- 
lie. Lis not the following Multitudes that ex- 
= cules: Men, but tis doing their [beſt to know | 
„the Will of God, which takes off the Imputation 
Ihifdly, A Man may be branded with the ig- 
what you pleaſe ; but if he be Hhoneſt and ſincere, 
and hath done his beſt to rid himſelf of thoſe No- 
tions, and y et he cannot but think them true, i. e. 
agreeable to Rerelation and Reaſon, I can ſee no 
reaſon but that one Heaven may receive him, as 
well as it may the moſt Orthodox. But this will 
appear more clearly hereafter. at $4 
.. Hitherto I have conſider d Error abſtractly, let 
me next conſider it in the concrete. "ph ue 
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Secondly, Such whoſe Errors have no neceſſary 
Connexion with Practice, but yet may poſſibly have 
an Influence upon it. r, 


* 


have a Connexion 


For he that with Sincerity ſearches after Truth, 
is under a Neceſty of aſſenting to ſuch Propoſiti- 
ons as ſeem to him to have the greateſt Degree of 
Probability on their ſides. Tis out of our Pow- 
ers not to think that trueſt for which the ſtrong- 
eſt Arguments can be brought. Let Evidence, or 
the greateſt Degree of Probability prevail, and 
give a ready Ear to that, and no Danger can 
enſue from God, if none doth from wicked Men. 
In the various Speculations concerning the Bleſſed 
Trinity, tis granted by all that they are in the 
Dark as to many Particulars: That where God 
has not revealed his Mind, tis ridiculous and ab- 
Ss /urd for Man to preſume poſitively to determine. 
| *Tis plain too, that very honeſt, and very ſincere, 
and very pious Men have erred, or are ſuſpeFedto 
have erred in their - Notions upon this Point ; 
from whence tis plain that Revelation has not 


clearly. 


e * laid dewn l a TO 
have been ſo geh til Now if it 12 
Principle, (and what Proteſtant is there that ever 

call'd it in Queſtion?) that the Scriptures ate clear 
in all Fundamental Points 3 then it follows, tfiat it 
cannot be a Fundamental Error to recede from any 
Man's particular Determination om the Three 
ae One. The Errors whieh ariſe about that, a- 
riſe from want of ſufficient Revelation; which Men 
endeavour to ſupply by or teconeile to Reaſon, 


that other Light which God has kindled in every 
Matis Breaft, in order to enlighiten his Ways. He 
that ſtudies ſincerely this or any other Point with 
Defign to honour his Great Creator, by fearchir 
and examining what he has — by endea 
vouring to find out what he tis beer 5 Ine 1 : 
ord; he that doth his beſt to know his Maſter's 
Will, and to find out his Meaning, and yet errs, 
to dare to ſay that ſuch a Man ine, and ſhall be 
puniſped for it hereafter, is little leſs than Bl: 
pam. For tis a conſequential Denial of God 
. Goodneſs and Juſſico, to affirm him reſolved to pu- 
niſh any Man for involuntary Errors, for what he 
knows we cannot with all our Pains and Induftry 
 attainthe Knowledge of. Jo ſay that when 4 
** place of Scripture, ſays the incomparable Mr. 
4; *\Chullingworth, c. 2. G. 104. by reaſon of _ 
* guous Terms; lies 2 er divers 
s, one is true, and the other is falſe, e, t Hat God 
es Men under the Pain of Damnation not to 
* ale thro Error and human Frailty; is to 
« make God a Tyrant, and to ſay that be requires 
ens certainly 10 attain that End, for the at- 


= PAY whereof we have no certain Means, which 
h ec 7 £ 
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*, bis Way, 


RY 
4 0 40 ſoy; . that; like enn gives no Straw 


« arid requires Brick, that he xeaps where he fows 
4 not, that he gathers. where he ſtrews not, that 


« hie will not be pleas d with our utmoſt Endeavours 


1 17 pleaſe him, wit haut full, and eadt, und never- 


ling Performance ; that hit Will is we ſhould 

6 « Cowher be knows we cannot do; that he will 
nat accept M us according to. that which we have, 

«, « but requireth uf us "what we have not; which 


« whether it confifteth with his Goodneſs, with his 


% Wiſdom, or with bis Word, I leave it to honeſt 
“Men to judge I. cannot forbear tranſcribing 


from him the following Inſtance, which is ſo ex- 
actly parallel tothe Matter in hand. If I ſbould 


- % ſend 4 Servant to Paris, or Rome, or Jeruſalem, 
and he uſing his utmoſt Diligence not to. miſtake 
yet notwithſtanding meeting often with 

« ſuch Places mhere the Road is divided into ſeve- 
«ral Ways, whereof one is 4 likely to be true, 
« and as likely to be falſe as any other, ſhould at 


„ e eta and go out of the Way 3 would not 


any Man ſay, that I were an impotent, fooliſh, 


« mpute 18 to God, which we would take in 
<- foul Scorn, if it were "imputed to ourſelves? Cer- 
8 tainly, I for my part fear I ſhould not love God, 
* if 1 ſould thinł ſo ſtrangely. of him. 
For any one therefore to imagine it Zeal for 


God to perſecute Men for Errors in 8 peculation, 


what is it — to betray an /gnorance of God and of 
his Attributes? Iis calling God a Hrant, to ſay that 
he will puniſh them ; and tis making Men the 
N nn for them. to puniſh Tem: i 

ide 


. uſt Maſter, if I fbould: be offended with 
4 Him for doing ſo ? And ſhall we not tremble to 


FR 


| dens th 
wa 50 fools jt diabolica A Vier 2 
tis ſuppreſſing Truth it ſelf; tis rn 


 =E 7500 2 Induſtry's in 4 "Word" tis neither entring 


15 Shar Tor" letting hers (as uch as we can help. 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” When 
chere hir I ſee a Man of Pride and Hag btinefs, Fo of 
Infolence,” Art, and Cunning, one that never | ett 
his rea Sentiments, but füch things as may make 
an Auditory think him entirely in Weite; ; one that 
recommends Concord and Unanimith), and in order 
thereto endeavours to perſuade others to leabe off 
all hard Words, yet inſtantly riſes up and uſes 
them himſelf, arg leſt another ſhould bear a- 
way the Prize of Elocution, or outftrip him in 
Honowrs, | Intereſt,” or 150 aiming tobe Head 
of a Party, ke it be but of Rebel, and yet ever 
preaching againſt Rebellion; throwing Hat III 
names," Inſmuations, and Reproaches Iiberally vx 


a A0 \ ae for the! Wy 95 7 5 he nk deen l. 


Sine a ei ure Se pr 

SI on Ry 1 Th 0 
to factifice all to pleaſe the Port i in ieh he is 
engaged; ſure Jam, that one of his or the 7ike 
Temper will ew 'a nig hey Zeal againſt Error, 
will be ready to damn any one for an Heretick, 


tho* he underſtands" no more of thie Subſect than 
a Horſe doth.” and will be for all the "Arbitrary 
Proceedings, and Tyraniical Perſecutions, that he 
2 promote. * ch an Haranguer Will be ob/ti- 
nate 
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—_ te in his Opinion, poſitive, and confident in 
—_— what he alerts, and nothing, no, not the whole 
Bench of Biſbops, ſhould they be ready to deliver 
an Opinion contrary to his, would be able to alter 
che leaſt tittle of his haughty Spirit. Were not this 
spirit of Fopery too too rife amongſt Proteſtants, I 
nad not digreſſed, but had ſoonerproceeded to the 
Second Sort of Perſons under Error, viz. ſuch 
whoſe Errors have no neceſſary Connexion with 
rheir Practice, but yet may poſſibly and acciden- 
rally have an Influence upon it. As the former 
bort of Erroneous Perſons were innocent and free 


& 5s. 


WS ror continues in the Mind, it has no other Evil in 
it than Thought has; which, whilſt it has no 
_ Connexion with Practice is never reckoned evil. 
== Should any one be firmly perſuaded that God has 
__ : Secret il contrary. to his Revealed Will, the 
Error will not be imputed to him, unleſs his 
Aions are contrary to the Revealed Mill. Or, in 
a more proper Inſtance ; ſhould a Man miſtake the 
Meaning of the Word She, of one Subſtance, 
and think it means One individual Subſtance, and 
—_ notwithſtanding all he can do in examining and 
comparing Texts of Scripture, yet he continues 
fixed in that, as the only means of underſtanding 
how Gd is One ʒl fee not how he would diſtinguiſh 
himſelf from ſome of our Unitarians, as they call 
_—_ :h:nſlves, or from the Hereſy of Sabellius. Or 
ſuppoſe that one ſhould think the Creed, commonly 
_ 1 f Arhanaſius, to be ſo agreeable to the Te- 
—_— D xn NOT 
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with the true Intereſt of the Chriſtian wn Wa to 


Theſe and abundant more ſuch Errors have no 


neceſſary Connexion with Practice, but yet a Man 


may by Accident be influenced from theſe Principles 
in ſuch a manner as to become Criminal. He may 


make an wnneceſſary Separation.z' he may be un- 
- _ charitable; he may think it a putting both them 


that differ in Opinion from him, and himſelf too, 


into a Gulf of Perdition, by throwing up the Eſſen- 
tials of Faith, and the Uniformity of Worſhip, and 

by that means may be guilty of enormous Actions. 
Theſe will juſtly fall under. the Cognizance of 


God; and the. Searcher of Hearts at the Day ff 
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nor of Scripture, that twould be inconſiſtent 


IETRS 


Judgment will certainly puniſb ſuch Crimes : But 


the Error it ſelf not being attended with any 
wied Action, but entertained with Peace, and 
Love, and Charity, and at firſt embraced as a rea! 
Truth after our beſt Endeavour to know theTruth, | 
the Error, I ſay, under theſe Circumſtances will 
not be puniſbed. 7 | 


* 


Bur to confirm this to you the more, let me add 
this as a Criterion, by which we may judge of Er- 


Tor and its Innocency. All ſuch things may a Man 
err in ſafely, of which he may ſafely be ignorant: 


For if his Salvation is not at ſtake by reaſon of 


his Neſcience, ſuppoſing he maſters the Truth he 
aims at, tis ſuperfluous Knowledge in reſpe& of | 

Salvation ; and therefore if he miſtakes it, he mi- 
ſtakes about ſomething which has no relation to 


his Salvation. | 


But you'll be apt to reply to this, that evi! 
Thoughts are reckoned by our Saviour amongſt che 


thing 


* 1 * * : 


* 


e 
things which defile a Man. Mat. 15. 19, 20. and 
en ee be puniſhed, being certainly ſinful. 
And Errors are evil Thoughts which injure the 
Soul, which exclude: the Light of Truth, and 
conſequently defile and pollute the Soul, and there- 


re muſt render a Man obnoxious to Puniſhment. 


Iz need not ſtay to tell you, that by evil Thoughts 
is not meant Erroneous ones, but ſuch as, if proſe- 
cuted, will produce evil Actions. Certain it is, that 


Fr. Nlorions are not in our Powers; and God could i 
| not befaid to act with Fuſtice, much leſs with R 


quity or Mercy, ſhould he puniſh what is not in 
our Powers to prevent. But if theſe jfr/t Motions 
(which I ſuppoſe to be of evil Thoughts be indulg d, 
if we take a Pleaſure in them, *tis evident then that 
we declare our Approbation of them, and conſe- 
quently we make them our own, and by that means 
the Man is defiled, and will be pumfþ'd for it. 
Secondly, A Man may be miſtaken in number- 
leſs Inſtances, which if he proſecutes, yet his 
Errors will not produce evil Actions: But then a 
Man cannot entertain an evil Thought, but if he 
proſecutes that, it will produce wicked Acts, which 
plainly ſhews a great Difference betwixt evil and 
erroneous Thoughts, 
Io ſtrengthen this, let me add an Obſervation 
or two, viz. 1ſt. That no where in all the Scrip- 
tures do the Apoſtles or our bleſſed Saviour ever 
aſſert, that Men ſhall be puniſhed for Simple Er- 
rors. 2dly. Every where, when Occaſion is taken 
to treat of the Proceedings of the Day of Judg- 


ment, we find that our Actions, and they only, are 


the Subjects of Inquiry. In that we have DONE 
Good or Evil, the VORAERS of Iniquity are to be 
| ___ -- rewarded 


rewarded or puniſbed. vid. Mat. 7. 21, 23. c. 1 3. 41. 
. 16. 27. c. 25. 31, — 46. Luke 13. 26. Jo. 5. 
29. Rom. 2. 6, 7, 10, Gc. From theſe and other 

Paſſages of the ſame Import, I conclude that either 

the Judge of Mankind, Chriſt, who is over All, God, 
bleſſed for evermore, has not truly told us the Sub- 
jects of his Inquiry at the Laſt Day, which would 
be Blaſphemy to ſay ; or elſe Errors which do not 
produce evil Act ions will not be puniſhed. I pro- 
ceed to the 1 


= Third Sort of erroneous Perſons, viz. ſuch 


whoſe Errors have a neceſſary Connexion with 
Practice, but yet the Connexion is not ſeen. How- 
ever plain and evident the Conſequences of them 
are.to others, yet whilſt they are demed and a- 
voided as ſo much Poiſon by them who embrace 
the Error, ſuch Miſtake cannot but be very in- 
nocent. There is not a plainer Connexion between 


any Principle and its Conſequences, than there is be- 


tween a fix d Belief of a Fatality, and the Reaſo- 
nableneſs of running up to a loaded Cannon's 
Mouth ; or between a firm Perſuaſion of God's 
having predeſtinated and elected, or e Men 
before they have done either Good or Evil, and 
the Gratification of our Inclinations; and yet 
Numbers that ſteadily believe the one, will deteſt 
and abhor the other: And yet it ſeems very clear 
that if a Man be abſolutely predeſtinated to Hap- 
pineſs, and cannot fall from Grace, what ſhould 

hinder him from indulging his Appetites, or from 

enjoying all the Pleaſures of this Life, ſince he 
cannot on any Account fail of the next? Or in a- 
nother Inſtance, They that maintain Good Works. 
not to be neceſſary to Salvation, but reſolve all 
4” into 


} 


„ 3 1 
into Faith, why ſhould not they proſecute their 
Pleaſures, and give the Looſe to their Appetites? 
Yet notwithſtanding the ſeemingly evident Con- 
nexion, they would lay down their Lives rather 


| than admit the Concluſion. | The Reaſon of this 


Conduct ſeems to be this: They admit an Error 
as an indiſputable Truth ; or which amounts to 
the ſame in this Caſe, they are deceived by an 
ambiguous Expreſſion of Scripture, The Princi- 

le it ſelf they take up with is true, when right- 
ly underſtood ; and finding it in Scripture, they . 
are poſitive that no Demonſtration is ſtronger than 
this is; God hath ſaid it, therefore tis true. But 
running away with the Words, they leave the 
Meaning behind them, and admit Verbal Princi- 
ples (if I may call them fo) inſtead of Mental 
ones. They therefore will deny a Conſequence 


which they find to be inconſiſtent with all the o- 


ther Notions of Religion which they entertain. 
They have the good Fortune to be kept in their 


” reſpe&ive Duties by other Reaſons which are clear, 
| and plain, and poſitive ;, and ſeeing the Conſequen- 


des deduced from their erroneous Principles ſtare 
hem ſo boldly in their Faces, they abominate them. 
Not becauſe they really do not follow, but be- 
auſe they are evidently diſagreeable to other No- 
ions elſewhere imbib'd. Had all Men Judg- 
ent to diſcern Error from Truth, no one would 
ntinue under Error, The Firmneſs with which 
ney embrace the Notions which they think are 
contained in the Word of God, ſnews them Lovers 
f God and of his Chrift : It ſhews them honeſt, 
and very unwilling that Man ſhould extort from 
them any Sacred Truth, They are ready to 2 . 
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rob Man of his Comfort, and 
e neſs, is to make Man deſperate, and God a Ty- 
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crifice their Lives to Man, in proof that with Sin- 


crriey they believe what God, they think, has re- 
vealed. They do their beſt Endeavours to know 
bis Will, and to act according to it, and there- 


fore Errors in ſuch Perſons ſignify no more than 
20 Errors. Suppoſing they had had the good For. 


tune to believe right, they would have been but 


the fame good Men, their Prattices had been the 
ſame; and ſince tis our Works that will be re- 
warded or puniſhed, they ſeem to be deſerving 
of greater Degrees of Rewards, who continue 


good, notwithſtanding Principles which have a 


neceſſary Connexion with Evil. For if one who 
reſiſts the Force of Temptation is more deſervedly 


| _— than he that has had no ſuch Stumbling- 
Hock laid in his Way 3 he that 1s. good in ſpite 
of Principle ſeems to have a fairer Claim than o- 


thers. But be that as it will, ſure it is, that the 


Errors of ſuch People ſpring not from Choice or 
Pill, but from the Force of what they think Scrip- 


ture and Reaſon. And if, as Mr. Chillimpworth 


incomparably argues, By reaſon of the ſeeming 


Cnflict which is oftentimes between Scripture, 
* Reaſon, and Authority on the one fide, and 
* Scripture, Reaſon, and Authority on the other, 
«* if by reaſomof the variety of Tempers, Abili- 
ties, Educations and unavoidable Prejudices, 
whereby Mens Underſtandings are variouſly form- 
E oc 0 faſbioned, they do embrace ſeveral Opi. 
nions, whereof ſome muſt be erroneous ; to /: 


that God will damn them for ſuch Errors, IA 
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of His Good- 


rant. Anſwer to the Preface, F. 26. 


1 
' 


Tube Fourth and: laft, and only bad fort of er- a 
roneous Perfons, are ſuch as err, and practice ac = 
cording to, and juſtify their Practical Errors. Theſe ⁵⁶ 
tis certain will meet with their Deſerts, the hea - AM 

vieſt of God's juſt Puniſhments. And the Rea- 

ſon of it is, in ſuch there is 2 want of Honeſty, 
or which is worſe, the actual Practice of Diſbone- 
, Infincerity, and their Gonſequents. Here is af- 
. Fed Ignorance, no deſire of Information or A- 
mendment: Here is a Breach of clear, poſſtive 
Laws, and the Concurrence of Will and Choice to 
render it perfect Malice. 

The Zeal and Warmth of ſome will be for 
loading this Fourth Article, and for bringing un- 
der theſe Characters all whom they think fit to 
damn for Schiſ or Hereſy, or even ſuch whom 
they ſuſpe# of theſe Crimes. Enough has been 
ſaid already, I think, to fatisfy an intelligent, in. 
partial Perſon. But yet I beg leave to ſubjoin 

what will add a conſiderable Force to what has 
been already offered to you, viz. the Conſidera- 
tion of the Obligations all Men are under to fol- 
lo their Conſciences, even tho they are Er- 
roncons. 5 
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Agreed on all Hands it is, that a Conſcience di- 
rected by the Vill and Word of God, obliges a Man 
to act according to its Dictates. Now Conſcience 
| being the Judgment which every Man paſſes up- 


on his Actions, as to the Goodneſs or 1llneſs of © 
them, the Queſtion is only, How far a Man is 
_ obliged to act in Caſes where he is miſtaken in his 
Judgment? Now to this the Anſwer is eaſy, That 
* 3a Man is obliged always to follow his Judgment, 
«| 10 tis erroneous, For, 8 


» : ; | Firſt, 


— . 


Firſt, ' Conſcience or our Judgment concerning 
dur Actions, is a Power or Faculty of the Mind 
which God has implanted in us, on purpoſe to be 
the Rule of our Actions. When therefore we act 
in contradiction to that, our Actions are voluntary 
and contrary to the Knowledge we ea of God, 
conſequently we are guilty of Voluntary Diſobe- 
dilience, i. e. of Sin againſt God. * 
Secondly, The Evil of any Action is always 
meaſured and judged of by God and all good Men 
by the Intention of the Agent. What a Man doth 
neceſſarily is none of his Act, but fo far as he con- 
as, conſents, and wills any Action, fo far is he 
the Agent. In an Action therefore committed 
againſt Conſcience, the Mill being ſuppoſed entire- 
to concur, the Agent mult neceſſarily be diſho- 
n eſt, inſincere, and conſequently guilty of a Vice. 
Or thus: That is the perpetual Rule of all our 
Actions, which if we follow, we are reckon'd Ho- 
16 /f ; if we do not, we are reckon'd diſboneſt: 
Nou ſuch is Conſcience. We are honeſt if we fol- 
lou and practice Virtue, known to us to be Virtue; 
2s likewile if we hate Vice, known to us to be ſuch. 
| Now Conſcience being our Guide or Rule, and V1l- 
lam and Hypocriſy being the ſwerving from it, 
| acting againſt Conſcience muſt be Villany. Should 
2 Jew pretend to turn Chriſtian, and offer himſelf 
at the Font for Baptiſm, and yet not believe Chriſt 
to be come, nor any thing of Chriſtianity, every 
one would juſtly deteſt his ie and Roguery, 
which is juſtly imputable to him for acting con- 
Z ù]] !!! 8 
Thirdly, The Sacred Pages juſtify the ſame 
Doctrine, telling us, Rom. 14. 23. Whatſcever tt 
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not of Faith is Sin. St. Paul is plainly aſſerting 
that to be Sin which proceeds not from a firm and 
full Perſuaſion of Mind, that it is [awful and agree- 
able to the Vill of God. Now whatſoever is 
contrary to Conſcience, is contrary to ſuch a Per- 
ſuaſſon. Nay, St. Paul carries this much further 
in the former part of the Verſe, He that doubteth 
it damned if he eat, becauſe he eateth not of Faith. 
And if he that doubteth is liable to Puniſhment, 
& becauſe he doth a thing which he knows not whe- 
| ther it be lawful or not, much more doth he Sin 
2 A to Faith and full Perſuaſion of 
 Otz. You'll fay perhaps, notwithſtanding all this 
and more which may be urged, that a Man's Con- 
ſcience cannot be the Rule of his Actions, becauſe . 
a Rule muſt always be right and ſtrait; but Con- 
ſcience very often ſwerves from Straitneſs by Er- 
rors. Therefore ſome other Rule, even the Rule 
of Conſcience it {elf, ſhould be our Guide. 
Ai. This would be juſt arguing, if it did not im- 
ply an Impoſſibility, The Word of God is our 
Rule of Conſcience, and all Men, no queſtion, 
who know it to be the Word of God, are ready to 
Lubmit their 7udoments to it. But then he who 
lies under an erroneous Conſcience, either knows the 
the Will of God, or doth not: If he knows it, 
hau is he erroneous If he doth not know it, tis 
impoſſible for that to be his Guide or Rule. 
You'll ſay a Man ought in ſuch Circumſtances 
to ſuſpend his Actions, that is, A Man may ſuſ- 
pend when his Conſcience tells him that he may 
lawfully, juſtiy, and ſafely do an Action, which is 
but little different from a CORR _ 
Ka he: 4 | 11 
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ances, when che anno Gd 
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But what mult a Man do in ſuch unhappy Cireum- 
e ro -ane's Cen- 
icience? 1 


This can, be no Quel on where the Laws &* God Ie 
known: and underſtood; for *tis\impoſſible for any one 


not to guide himſelf by that Rule; when he knows that 
God has determined the Point, But when a Man-breaks 
the Laws of God, not known' or 


inghlcermororoConſtiarcy Lcany't but think him laſs: 


ood, by follovu- 


lore God than he:would be, were he to abſervethe 
— of. God, but yet a& againſt bis Conſcience in ſo 


doing. This perhaps may ſeem a Paradox; but yet if 


one 51 determine between two Sins, which! is the worſt, 
one may by the ſame Rules determine this Matter. As, 
Firſt, That Crime is the worſt which is committed 


with the ho/eſt; moſt villamnoxs, and moſt diſhoneſt ar 
and Intention: But he that acts with am erring 


ence againſt the antnomm or nat underſiood: Wil of God, 


adds with the moſt ſincere and. honeſt Mind; therefore 


to follow one's Conſcience in ſuch Caſes, even againſt 
the Will of God, is the /zfer Crime. 2dly, The Evil 
of any Action is not to be Judged. of from the Ez it 
ſelf, but from the Circumſtances attending it. Every 
| Killing-of a Man is not Marder; nor is every Fa/ſhood a 
Lye; nor is every fort of raking. .aroap' another Man's 
Goods: FThefe and Robbery: If Killing a Man conſidered 
only as to the Fad? was Malum per fe, then "twhs. ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible that God ſhould ever have command- 


ed Abraham to ſlay his Son Iſaac, becauſe God would 


have commanded the Performance of an Act abſolutely 
Inconſiſtent with his Goodneſs, which would be a Con- 


tradition. We find too, that God himſelf excuſed even 


the Killing of a Man, if it were done thro” Jenorance': 


But the Soul that dorh ought prefiumptuoufly, be ſame 


reproacheth the Lord, and that Saul {ball be cut off from 
amongſi his FProple. Numb. 15. 30. Tis then Marder, 


when &nowing/y and defignedly, not by Law, we take a: 


way the Life of a Man: "Tis Theft 1955 we deſign the 
* another of what is his own, an illegally ex- 


- Eco. 
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erute our Deſigns; and b of other Sins. Face there 
tore done thro" perfect Error and lgnorance being al- 

ways 1&6 Criminal than ſuch as are done with Deſign, 
ris evident that Conſdiende is to be followed, and he is 
guilty of the leaſt Crimes who recedes the leaſt from 
that. Laſtly, The Man that ads againſt his Conſcience 
offends againſt God more than he that Ignoruntiy breaæks 
the Laws of God; becauſe whoeyer owns the Being of 
a God, cannot but believe his Judgment and Conſcience = 
acceptable to God: If he did not, without doubt he 
would change it for what he thought was acceptable 
to him. Now he that acts againſt his Conſcience muſt 

Anowingly and wittingly do what he thinks diſpieaſimg to | 

God: Now tis plain that this muſt be more Criminal 

than to do a thing diſpleaſing to God 72norantly. and | 
accidentally, as much as it is more a Fault to do a thing 

pypreſumptubuſiy than not. And this is the Reaſon which {| 
God himſelf in the Moſarc Law aſſigns for the Diftt- 
| rence between Sinners that fin gnorantly, and ſuch as in 
with an bigh Hand, becaule (ſpeaking of the preſump- 
tuous one) he bath defpisd-the Word of the Lord, and 
hath broken his Commandments. Numb. 15. 31. : 
Will an erroneous Conſcience therefore excuſe all _ | : 
Faults > Ot will he that follows that be free from the Ml 
Imputation of Sin? Will Error ike Charity cover the 
multitude of Sins? Or in what conſiſts the Crime of 
Erroneous Perſons > + Pt Hr . 
The Crime, I think, conſiſts in the Neghgence of ſuch 
as are betrayed into Error. Which Negligence is more 
or leſs puniſhable, as the Will of God has been plainer {| 
or more * diſcoverable by Men. Puniſhable, 1 | 
fay, but not by Man, unleſs the Errors betray them into 
ſuch Adds as are inconſiſtent with the Ci! Intereſts f 
Mankind. For ſince the Fault lies only in Negligence, {! 
-what Man alive can tell what induſtry, Pains, - or La- 1 

bour has been uſed to obtain the Truth? God, the Scarch- f 
er Hearts can eaſily diſcover this; and therefore 

we are aſſured, Rom. 1. 20. that the Gentiles are with- 
out excuſe for their Follies * Sins in Idolatry, becauſe 
„ 2 that 
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that which may be known of God is manifeſt in or to them, 
for the inviſible things f him from the Creation of | the 
World are clearly ſeen, being underſtood; by the things 
that are made, even his Eternal Power and Godhead, ſo 
But then if the Fault of Negligence be removed, if 
Diligence and Induſtry be applied, and yet the Error be 
unſurmountable, tis plain the Error is Irookuntary, tis 
neceſſary, becauſe out four Power to remove it; and 
therefore the Perſons under Miſtake are as free from 
Crime, or the Imputation of it, as Innocent or Orthodox 
Perſons are, and I ſee not how God could either be 
Good or Zuft, if he laid it to their Charge. Where-ever 
there is Gr-me there mult be ill in Sins of Commiſſion, 
or Negligence in Sins of Omiſſion. He that follows an 
erroneous Conſcience may be guilty of the one or the 
other: But if he has neither Negligence and Ignorance at- 
tefQted; nor Vilfulneſo, he cannot have any Crime. 
-., Tis time now to look back, and to view. the Ground 
we ſtand upon: Tis evident, I believe, that ſimple Er- 
rors are not puniſhable, let them ſpring from what 
Source they will. 2dly, That Errors in purely Specu- 
lative Matters are not puniſhable, - Nor 3dly, Such Er- 
rors as have only accidental Connexions with Practice. 
Nor 4thly, Such Errors as have a neceſſary Connexion, 
hut yet the Connexion is not ſeen nor own d. The only 
puniſhable Errors are ſuch as are voluntary, or proceed 
from Neghgence. Laſtly, It has been prov d that an er- 
Foneous Conſcience obliges us to follow its Dictates, and 
that tis a /eſſjer Crime to break the Laws of God ignorant- 
{y than to act agaiuſt one's Conſcien gte. 
Let me now a little touch thoſe. Theological Scare- 
croms, as they are commonly uſed, and as Mr. ales in 
his unanſwerable Tra of Schiſin calls them, Hereſy and 
Schiſm. From what has been ſaid it follows that That 
Hereſy cannot be damnable, which conſiſts in pure ſpe- 
__ cutlatrve Matters; nor ſuch as confilts in ſimple Errors; 
nor ſuch as conſiſts in Points which have only acciden- 
tal or neceſſary Connexion not ſen or owned with 
1 | 3 Practice; 


5 
practice; becauſe in all theſe Caſes Error is not puniſh- 
able. It cannot be Criminal, unleſs it proceeds from 
| Negligence in ſearching after the Will of God, and en- 
quiring into his Laws, or elſe from Wilfulneſs. For if 
a great deal of Pains and Care has been uſed to know 
the Mind of God, and yet we cannot obtain it, tis not 
our Fault, and conſequently we cannot be chargeable: 
4 Pyr i God, ſays Mr. Chillingworth, would have had his 
Meaning in theſe places certainly known, how could it 
« fland with his Wiſdom 10 be ſo wanting 10 his oton 
„Will and End as to ſpeak obſcurely? Or bow can it 
„ confiſt with his Juſtice to require of Men to know cer- 
« tainly the meaning of thoſe Words, which be himſelf 
«© hath not revealed © Suppoſe there were an abſolute 
Monarch that in hit own Abſence from one of his King- 
*# < doms, had written Laws for the Government it, 
.<. ſome very plainly, and_ſome very ambiguouſly and 
<« obſcurely, and his Subjetts ſhould keep thoſe that were 
« plainly written with all Exactneſs; and for thoſe that 
'< were: obſcure, ze their beſt Diligence to find bie 
« Meaning in them, and obey them according to the Senſe 
« of them which they. concieve; ſhould this King either 
* with Juſtice or Wildom be offended with m—_ Stbjetts, 
|F © if by reaſon of the Obſcurity'of them, . 9 miſtook 
the Senſe of zbem, and fail of Performance by reaſon of 
 <; rhe due c. 21029. 517 v5 | | 
To make therefore Hereſy puniſhable, it muſt firſt be 
proved Criminal, and to do that it muſt be proved Vo- 
luntary, or to proceed from Neghgence: And then the 
Definition of it muſt be, not, as tis uſually put for An 
Error in Fundamentals, but ſomething elſe. However 
When once Men are agreed upon what are Fundamentale, 
and lay aſide human Deductions, as certainly Non-Funda- 
mentals, ſure it is that a great many Notions to ſerve a 
Party frequently called Hereſies, will be blotted out of 
the Catalogue. A Heretic that is Puniſbablè is one 
that profeſſes Dottrines which be knows to be falſe, in 
order to lead Men into Practices which he knows to be 
wicked. God and Man inay puniſb ſuch, conſiſtent 
1 | with 


. 
: 


— 
* 


1 — 
Pd 


— obliged to follow the Apolile's Rules 


IJ ; 
Man, 


With Goodneſs, Feſtire, and Merey; and every Man is 
| | ayes concerning Here- 
ticks, Tit. 3. 10, 11. l Mam thut is am Heretick, after 


ie juſt and ſecond tidmonition vejett, knowing that be 
bot is ſuch ir ſubverted and 
'  kimlelf.. For ſurely ſuch an Heretick as is before menti- 


ſumeth, being condemned o 


oned, preſume to teach ſuch Dof@rizes and fach 
Fraclicet, has all the Charafters which the Apoſtle 


F he is /ubverted; he ens, he is felfcondenmed : 


ut that which generally bears the Name of Herefy, 
vis. An Error in ſome. Speculations about the bleſſed 


 Trowy, or ſuch Myſteries of Chriſtianity will hardly be 


found to have above one of. the three Characters the 
poſtle gives of an Hererick. If he be ſubverred, yet 
tl be hard to prove Sin or Se,. Condemnation upon a 
In ſhort, Here is not an Error of the Under- 
flanding, but of the Will. If Errors of the Underfland- 
ing ate Criminal, let All be fo, and-puniſh Phiigſophical 


ones as well as Theological, and take into the Account 


all others too, and {ct him that is without Sin among you 
caſt tbe firſt Stone. If this ſeems 3 ive but a 
good Reaſon why T heologicel Errors of the Underſtanding 


alone muſt be /infz/ and liable to Puniſhments, and III 


venture to promiſe to prove others to be under the fame 
Predicament. If you ſay that Hereſy is an Error of the 


ill, then tell me why the Man that impartially ſtu- 


dies the Scriptures, and differs in his Notions from 
the received Hyporheſes in ſome myſterious fpeculatroe 
Matters, is branded with the ignominious Character of 
Heretick? Tis ſurprizing therefore that a profeſſed Opi- 


nion, accompanied with Charity and good Nature, ſhould 


become more Criminal in ſome Mens Minds than even 


a wicked Life. If it were in my Choice to appear be- 


fore the great Searcher of Hearts in what manner 1 
would, except it be that of Innocence or ſincere Re- 
pentance, I would rather appear with a thouſand Er- 


tors, and what ſome call Hreſias, about me, if they 


were ſuch as proceeded from real Judgment, after all 
my Induſtry to ſearch out Truth, and to know the Will 


of 


am to appear as one who has been ever Prumt, 


$ God, tl | 

5 — . has ever led an immoral Life. And yet 
" | how lightly are theſe paſſed over, and an innocem eam. 
bs Perſon or perhaps but / pected of Error, how terribly 
ö is he hamper d, perſecuted and worried ?- dnriexrly, ays 
5 ow Mo... falſesin: his Sermon upon Rom 14. I. HeFerical' 
| | < and Orthodox Chriſlium 1 


many times even in public 
e boty-, Exerciſe converfed* together without Offence. 
« Tre votet in the Ecclefraſtick Stories, that the Aria 
and RightBelievers fo communicated ragether in ho- 
y Prayers, that you could nos diftinguiſh them till 
c 7hey came to the BofZoKoyia, the Gloria Patri, which 
<« the Arians uſed with ſome. Difference from other Chri- 
ſtians. But thoſe were times, quorum lectionem ha- 
c bemus, virtutem non habemus. We read of them ih 
« our Books, but we have loſt the Practice of their Pa- 
< tience. And preſently afterwards, © SEVERITY 
cc againſt, and SEPARATION from Heretical Com- 
panies took its Beginning from the Hereticks themſelves. 
Whence is it that Orthodox Perſons are ſo ready to fol- 
lou the evil Example of Heretichs, and what is more, 
the very worſt part of their Example? Whence is it that 
they ſo readily embrace the Means which were invent- 
cd by erroneous Perſons, to carry on a wrong Cauſe ? Or 
if we will conſult Experience, that will tell us, that 
ſince the time when Force and temporal Pnniſhments 
were firſt uſed to propagate Notions, it has been ren 
Times, I might ſay Ten thouſand Times, uſed to propa- 
gate Errors inſtead of once to propagate Truth. 

As to Schiſin, 1 ſhall only add, that from what has 
been 1aid, nothing can be inferr'd that will encourage 
it.  brefer you to Mr, Hales's ineomparable Trat upon 
that Subject. If any Diſenter thinks to Juſtify him- 

ſelf from what has been ſaid, or upon the Principles laid 
down in that Treatiſe, there will not be wanting who 
will defend Mr. Hales, and who will prove the Us- 

reaſonableneſs of Separation from the Church of England, 
very conſiſtently with the Principles here laid down. 
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